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becoming the helpless victim of its Radical opponents. Both for
different reasons were ready at the critical moment to come to Bal-
four's support either by voting or by abstaining when the Liberal
opposition endeavoured to force the issue, as they did at short intervals
during the sessions of 1904 and 1905. Old Parliamentary hands
exhausted their ingenuity in framing resolutions which would compel
the Prime Minister to declare himself in such a way as to alienate either
his Free Trade or his Protectionist followers, and again and again it
seemed as if his defeat was inevitable. But always at the last moment
Balfour evaded them with the help or connivance of the Unionist
Free Traders. In May, 1904, he boldly countered the most formidable
of these attacks1 by a counter-resolution declaring discussion of the
fiscal question to be unnecessary and inviting the House to proceed
with its ordinary business. In March and April of the following
year, he walked out of the House with all his followers, leaving the
Free Traders in possession, who proceeded to carry resolutions affirm-
ing their full doctrine, nemine contradicente, in a House supposed to
be commanded by a large Unionist majority. Unwilling tributes
were paid by his opponents to the skill, subtlety and adroitness with
which Balfour conducted these operations, but many spectators in
the country judged it to be " not cricket" that the Prime Minister
should, as they put it, retire with his team to the pavilion when the
bowling became too hot.
Balfour had promised his supporters that if they would remain
faithful to the Government it would not "burden them with
overmuch legislation," and he was true to his word. The only
measure of importance passed in 1904 was the Licensing Act which
re-established the assumption, upset by the judgment in Sharpe v.
Wakefield, that a licence would be renewed from year to year except
for misconduct or for reasons connected with the suitability of the
premises. In future, if an existing licence was withdrawn on the
ground that it was unnecessary or redundant, the holder was to be
compensated, and the Bill provided for a moderate tax on existing
1A resolution proposed by Mr. Black which, die Unionist Free Traders had
decided to support but which was greatly resented by the Chamberlainites.
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